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The strength of Germany is advertised by these men,
or the weaknesses exaggerated, just as it fits in with the
plans of a higher strategy which directs the whole machine
of rumour-mongers and doubt-sowers who are active
for the Nazis all over the world.
Take Brussels. Sixty Killinger agents are attached
to the German Embassy there, all duly covered by diplo-
matic rights. They are partly ordinary spies, partly
terrorists on the lookout for hirelings whom they can
smuggle into Britain.
The Nazi rumour brigade is one of the strongest of
Hitler's fighting forces. In the Balkans these Nazi agents
have become a menace. If British propaganda, if British
prestige can stand up against the barrage of lies which
they circulate, it is only because Nazi credit has dropped
so low that not even the greatest effort employed with
paramount skill can disguise the hard and nasty facts.
The brain behind this organisation of distrust is
Goebbels. The men who carry out his orders are Kil-
linger's instruments. Hardly any of these men know
themselves whether it is truth or falsehood which they
circulate. Their skill lies chiefly in the recruiting of
completely innocent neutrals for their purposes. All
they want is to find suitable carriers for the bacilli with
which the Berlin rumour factory supplies them.
This organisation exceeds by far in Nazi eyes the
importance of legitimate diplomatic activities. Equally
the real diplomats only play a minor part in the diplo-
matic efforts of the Nazis.
Germans make fun of the men who are now the pillars
of the Nazi diplomatic corps. When it was first announced
that a huge, amount of wheat would be sent from Russia
to Germany, Germans said that the announcement
was just another Nazi "Schnurre". Schnurre is the